crystallography, with its power to define the chemistry of biological systems, will undoubtedly remain the bedrock of biological crystallography and its applications to medicine.
Just as crystallography has evolved, so has scientific publishing. Many journals are no longer published in print form, and researchers access the literature in different ways. A large number of biological and biomedical journals now publish the results of crystallographic studies, and the choice of where to publish can be a daunting one. It may be wishful thinking to imagine that impact factors will lose their current dominant role, but what matters in the end is whether one's research is seen, and by whom.
For this reason the launch of IUCrJ as an open-access journal covering the full breadth of crystallography is an exciting and important one. Increasingly, today's structural biologists must be multi-skilled, combining structural analyses with biological and biophysical studies, bioinformatics and computational studies. Structural analyses commonly involve combinations of techniques: high-resolution crystallography for parts of a system that can be crystallized, NMR to address dynamics, and small angle scattering or cryo-EM for the whole system. These are compelling reasons for publication in IUCrJ: high visibility of research that exploits the power of crystallography in its broadest sense, whether it involves focusing the highest possible resolution on a drug binding to a receptor, or exploiting a wider repertoire of approaches to address large, complex biological systems. We urge structural biologists to see this new IUCr journal as the natural home for innovative science across the whole spectrum of disciplines encompassed by the IUCr.
